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Voting shouldn’t be made onerous for

transgendered people
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By Kalil Coben, October 26, 2012

The new voter ID laws in many
states may pose additional

obstacles to transgender people.

Many transgender individuals do
not appear to be the gender
typically associated with the name
listed on their ID, or may be
wearing clothing of a different
gender than that listed on their
ID. This may cause poll workers

to scrutinize transgender voters
unfairly, even though a
discrepancy in appearance is not a legal reason to deny someone the
right to vote.

As long as the poll worker can identify the individual from their
photo, appearing as a different gender than that of one’s ID is not a
reason to be denied the right to vote in any state.

Many transgender people cannot update their ID to reflect their
gender identity or appearance because of state policies and laws.
High rates of poverty, unemployment and homelessness are
additional bartiers to obtaining or updating an ID, as is the fear of
disrespect and discrimination.

For transgender voters, the National Center for Transgender
Equality recommends updating your photo and gender marker on
your ID if possible, voting absentee or eatly if possible in your state
and/or vetifying your ID with your local election office before the
election.

As voters at the polls, we can all look out for each other by knowing
the current voter ID laws in our state and standing up for the rights

of those around us to vote.

If you know anyone who does not have an ID or one with up-to-
date information, please help that person get a new or updated ID.
You can also check your own voter registration status at
http://canivote.org.

With the election around the corner, now is the time to educate
ourselves and our communities to ensure that everyone has the
right to vote on Now. 6.

Kalil Cohen is an educator, activist, and filmmaker. He is the
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General Strike & Extreme Measures in Spain

Maria Carrién was on Democracy Now talking about Spain and a piece she

wrote for the November issue of The Progressive.

Come to Progressive Talks and Events

A fundraiser for The Progressive

Dec. 2, 2:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
939 San Vicente Blvd., Santa Monica, CA

Join Jackson Browne, Jim Hightower, Will Durst, Ruth Conniff and
Matthew Rothschild at a fundraiser for The Progressive.

Donate >>

NOTE: Space now available! Please make a reservation! Please call (310)
458-7213.
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founding director of the LA Transgender Film Festival, bringing
films by transgender filmmakers to audiences in Southern California
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